
Summary Minutes  
Task 34 Pyrolysis meeting -  Espoo, Finland  
October 28 -30, 2014  

Task 34 members convened 

in Finland, on October 28 -

30, 2014.   

 

Agenda of the Task 34 

Meeting  

 

On October 28, many of the 

meeting participants 

gathered for a technical tour 

to Joensuu in eastern 

Finland.  The tour consisted 

of a visit to the Fortum 

plant, Joensuu Science Park, 

University of Eastern Finland 

and the Finnish Forest 

Research Institute (Metla) all 

in Joensuu.  Janne 

Hämäläinen of Fortum 

provided the task members 

with a detailed overview of 

the operation of the 

integrated fast pyrolysis 

plant and answered 

questions before leading the 

members on a site tour.  Mr. 

Update from 

Doug Elliott, 

Task 34 

Leader  

Timo Tahvanainen hosted 

the task members at the 

Joensuu Science Park.  

University of Eastern Finland 

staff presentations included 

Dr. Jouni Hiltunenôs 

laboratory tour in spectral 

imaging.  At the Metla 

House, staff presentations 

included Prof. Antti 

Asikainenôs discussion of 

sustainable biomass, Dr. 

Erkki Verkasaloôs discussion 

of sourcing optimal raw 

materials, Prof. Janne Jªnisôs 

talk on chemical 

fingerprinting bio -oil with 

Prof Ari Pappinenôs 

discussion of pyrolysis 

research and Prof. Antti 

Haapalaôs discussion of wood 

science research and 

finished with a tour of the 

bio -oil analysis laboratories 

by Dr. Marko Mäkinen.  
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The IEA Bioenergy Task 34 task members and observers (pictured left) visited the Fortum power plant located in Joensuu, 
Finland (pictured right) as part of the three -day meeting agenda.  



Task 34 Pyrolysis meeting...continued  

 
of bio -oil gasification should be 

on the agenda.  With Task 38, 

the LCA produced by the US 

and Finland was provided for 

review.  The collaboration with 

Task 39 has developed into an 

effort to produce an online 

database of pyrolysis systems.  

A contract has been signed 

with Bioenergy 2020+, who 

will develop the web interface.  

Demo plant information will be 

validated by the task for 

posting.   For Task 42, Task 34 

arranged a review of their fact 

sheet on bio -oil production, 

gasification, and product 

synthesis.  

 

 

Summary Minutes...continued  

The Task meeting convened at 

VTT in Espoo on October 29.  

 

Introductions:  

Participating countries were 

represented by their national 

team leaders: Douglas Elliott, 

US; Dietrich Meier, Germany; 

Anja Oasmaa, Finland; Bert 

van de Beld, Netherlands; 

Tony Bridgwater, UK; and 

Magnus Marklund, Sweden.  

Also in attendance were 

observers from participating 

countries Irene Watkinson and 

Katie Chong from the UK, Ville 

Paasikallio from Finland, and 

Alan Zacher from the US.  In 

addition, Kai Toven was an 

observer from Norway and the 

Finnish ExCo member, Kai 

Sipilä, were both present.  

Country Reports:  

Reports were presented by 

representatives from the US, 

Netherlands, Germany, UK, 

Sweden and Finland.  Kai 

Toven indicated that the 

growing interest in pyrolysis in 

Norway would lead to their 

participation in the Task 

beginning in 2015.  

 

Status of Inter - Task 

Collaborations:  

The effort with Task 32 

involved discussions of bio -oil 

combustion relative to biomass 

combustion between the Task 

32 Leader with BTG -BTL of the 

Netherlands.  Relative to Task 

33, Task 34 will be 

represented in their upcoming 

task meeting and discussions 

On October 28, the tour of Joensuu included a visit to the University of Eastern Finland (top left) and Metla, the Finnish Fo res t 
Research Institute (top right). Presentations were given by a number of Metla staff (bottom left). On October 29, task member s 
and observers convened at VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland, located in Espoo (bottom right).  
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