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Work package descriptions  

Work package descriptions for the new triennium where discussed, approved and following 

comments / action items identified: 

• WP 1.1: Pathways to SAF - Lead: MT/BvB 

WP-Description is complete 

Due to the current American policy, the WP will be renamed “Pathways to Aviation Fuels”, as 

“Sustainable” is not allowed to appear 

• WP 1.2: Use of byproducts of gas and char – Lead: DC (Gas) / MS (Char) 

Contribution: MG, MT (Char), AF, MS, DC (Gas) 

WP description is complete 

• WP 1.3: Aquaous Phase Management HTL – Lead: DC – Contribution: MT, MG, MS 

There was a discussion on why only HTL is currently being considered, although the 

importance of aqueous phase management also applies to other areas. 

One counterargument was raised, that broadening the focus could make the approach to 

wide and therefore less effective. A small comparison between HTL and FP might be useful, 

but should not go beyond that. It was suggested, that comparability and the difference 

between the processes could be explored in an internal workshop. Based on this a decision 

can be made on how to proceed further. The timeline has to be checked and customised and 

afterward the WP-description has to needs to be adjusted 

• WP 2.1: FP of non woody – Lead: BvB – Contribution: AF, CL 

WP-Description and timeline is complete  

• WP 2.2: Mobile and small scale FP units – Lead MG – Contribution: MS 

WP-Description and timeline is complete 

Can be linked to Task 43, which deals with the respective topic 

• WP 3.1: Update commercial facilities – Lead: FC – Contribution: MG 

WP-Description and timeline is complete 

Francois already started with the work package 

• WP 3.2:  - Lead: CL – Contribution: FC 

WP-description and timeline has to be a little bit updated, but is basically complete. Update 

will take place by 15 June 

Organization Task Lead/ Co-Task Lead  

Murlidhar will be included in all task lead activities throughout this year. By the end of the year, he 

will decide if and where he wants to get actively involved. A travel budget has been allocated for him. 

In the meantime, Murlidhar still needs to take care of a few formalities in Canada, such as organizing 

money transfers 



 

Open work packages from previous triennium  

WP 2.3 – Hydrogen Use for DTL Product Upgrading 

The data is available, but the format and presentation style still need to be finalized. Axel will review 

the current status and inform Daniele about the remaining tasks. A scientific manuscript would be an 

appropriate output. 

Expected completion: August 2025 

WP 3.1 Round Robin 

This work package is finalized and currently in the publication process. The review has been 

completed; comments are being addressed. Some reviewers raised critical points, for example, the 

limited number of samples in one of the analyses. 

WP 3.4 – Techno-Economic Evaluation (TEE) of DTL Biorefinery 

There is currently no update; communication remains challenging. The remaining budget will be 

carried over. 

The work package will not be closed yet, as the core work has been completed and future publication 

should reflect task-level involvement. This WP was assigned to us by the Executive Committee. 

WP Add 1.1 – Direct Use of DTL Liquids as Fuels 

Internal review is scheduled for the end of May. Some parts still need to be compiled and 

consolidated before submission. 

Financial closure Triennium 2022-2024 

Our finance report was audited and send to ExCo. There is a leftover 78.800 USD. 

46.500 USD are dedicated (Round Robin and Add 1.1)  

The rest (32.300 USD) is undedicated and can be spent in the actual triennium 

Finances – Current Triennium 

It was agreed that the budget for WP 1.2 will be reduced to 20,000 USD. 

Due to undedicated funds carried over from the previous triennium, there is potential to support at 

least one additional work package. 

Potential candidates for new WPs include: 

– a BECCUS-related topic, which would enhance overall visibility and strongly aligns with WP 1.2. Axel 

expressed interest in leading the biochar-related component, supported by Manuel. 

– the proposed collaboration with Task 39, which fits very well with WP 1.1 and would significantly 

boost visibility. Bert would take the lead role in this initiative. 

– a new initiative exploring the use of AI for feedstock modelling. The aim here is to optimize the 

comparison of techno-economic studies and streamline supply chain modelling. Leslie is currently 

working on developing open-source tools to enable automated and transparent comparisons of TEA 

results. 

In addition, all three existing Technical Notes were identified as having the potential to serve as a 

basis for internal workshops, thus promoting knowledge exchange and fostering further 

collaboration within the Task. 

A prioritization vote was held among the NTLs. The results were as follows: 

1. Collaboration with Task 39 

2. BECCUS 

3. Technical Notes 

Based on these results, we will aim to make both the BECCUS initiative and the Task 39 collaboration 

feasible within the current budget framework. 



 

Task meetings 

The planned Task 34 meetings for this triennium are as follows: 

Q 2/3 2026  Austria  Start planning at the beginning of 2026, it was considered whether we  

should spend a day in Wieselburg and organise the stakeholder meeting or 

workshop in Vienna 

Q 2/3 2027  Germany 

Videoconference frequency and internal workshops 

The group agreed to maintain the current rhythm of videoconferences every two months. 

Between these regular calls, internal workshops will be organized on a rolling basis to foster deeper 

discussions and exchange. 

Current ideas for internal workshops include: 

– Technical Notes 

– ISO TC 238 activities 

– HTL Roadmap 

– Aqueous Phase Management in HTL 

– Workshop on Stability and Product Handling 

- Increasing visibility 

- Task 34 website getting optimized 

 

These workshops aim to enhance internal alignment, support ongoing work packages, and create 

added value through focused knowledge sharing. 

Follow up webinars 

The continuation of the webinar series was confirmed. The goal is to organize one webinar per year. 

For 2025, two potential topics were identified: 

– Webinar on the Round Robin, ideally involving industry representatives 

– Session focusing on flexible energy supply 

Further candidates for the following years include: 

- Commercial Update 

- Aqueous Phase Management in HTL 

A stakeholder-focused webinar was also discussed as a valuable option. However, this would require 

a clearly defined topic in advance to ensure meaningful engagement. 

Increasing Task 34 visibility 

AF emphasized the importance of increasing the visibility of Task 34, both externally and within the 

IEA Bioenergy network. Several actions were agreed upon: 

– A list of potential speakers will be compiled to support outreach activities. 

– Stakeholder engagement will be strengthened, starting with the creation of an email 

distribution list for inviting stakeholders to Task 34 webinars and workshops, as well as for 

sharing new reports.  

 

AB will circulate the PyNe subscriber lists (from participating countries) to the NTLs for review and 

update, following consultation with the data protection officer. 

 

 



 

Additional measures discussed to enhance visibility and engagement: 

– Identify and consult successful Tasks within IEA Bioenergy to learn from their outreach 

strategies. 

– Website update: All participants will review the current site, and suggested improvements 

will be collected during a dedicated workshop. 

– Develop a rolling banner on the homepage featuring recent publications, PyNe issues, and 

reports. 

– Increase merchandise with integrated QR codes linking to Task 34 content and distribute at 

events. 

– Promote the new PyNe category for PhD students, placing the invitation prominently on the 

homepage. 

– AB will consult ChatGPT (or similar tools) on how to further increase website visibility and 

reach. 

– Best is co-organizer of the European Biomass Conference in Graz, offering an excellent 

opportunity to host a Task 34 workshop. The proposed title is: "State of the Art of the Last 

Years from HTL and DTL" 

 

PyNe 

A total of six PyNe newsletters are planned for the current triennium. The last issue will once again 

feature the "What happened" section. 

 

A new category titled "News out of the PhD Community" will be introduced to give early-career 

researchers more visibility and engagement opportunities. 

 

In addition to this, the following content targets have been set: 

– A total of 25 articles to be published over the next three years 

– At least three articles covering Task 34 workshops 

– Introduction articles for the new member Austria, Elisabeth, Manuel) 

– Consideration of an additional introductory-style category, in which each NTL answers five common 

questions; this format could result in eight articles 

 

Additional planned content includes: 

– An article on the Round Robin 

– Coverage of the Pyro2Gas project 

– Axel will reach out to DBFZ for contribution 

– A planned article by Olaf Toedter and Innofuels (potentially for the December newsletter) 

– Christian will follow up on an additional article 

– Daniele has a project nearing completion, which may serve as article material 

– A case study from Canada is considered for the December issue 

– A summary of recent Task 34 reports is planned 

– A teaser article to promote the new PhD category 

 

The editorial team encourages early planning and submission to meet the publication targets and 

ensure diverse contributions across the participating countries. 

 

Other business 

- Country reports are voluntary 

- Better than articles, should something newsworthy happen 
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